RESOLUTION
Be it resolved that the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners creates the following:
POLICY REGARDING YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS
WHEREAS, Neighborhood Councils should be open to youth to experience civic
engagement in the City of Los Angeles;
WHEREAS a majority of Neighborhood Councils encourage youth participation,
including forty (40) Neighborhood Councils with youth board seats, forty-one (41) with
a minimum voting age between 16 and 18, thirteen (13) with a minimum voting age of
less than 16, and many that include youth in advisory, appointed, and other roles;
WHEREAS research shows that a) voting is habitual and if started at a young age can
create lifelong voters1, b) American adolescents (sixteen and seventeen-year-olds)
notions of citizenship are approximately the same as those apparent in young
American adults who are allowed to vote2,3and c) youth voters have a “trickle-up
effect” as student-initiated political discussions at home lead to increased parental
civic engagement and voter turnout4.
WHEREAS the Mayor of Los Angeles has encouraged City Departments to integrate
opportunities for youth into their existing hiring and other programs through Executive
Directive #9;
WHEREAS the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners seek to increase voter
involvement in Neighborhood Councils, and when less than one-third (⅓) of
Neighborhood Councils, thirty-two (32) have set their minimum voting age at 18 years
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of age, it creates a situation where youth in those thirty-two (32) Neighborhood
Councils cannot participate based solely on where they are stakeholders.
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners
establishes this policy for youth participation in Neighborhood Councils:
POLICY NUMBER: 2016-03
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners
establishes this policy for youth participation in Neighborhood Councils:
1. The voting age for all Neighborhood Council elections shall be set to a minimum
level of 16-years-old to create consistent youth participation in
elections/selections across the entire system. Neighborhood councils are free to
set a lower minimum age for their elections/selections.
It is also recommended and advised that all Neighborhood Councils revise their bylaws
to:
1. Involve youth in Committee work including committees that work on
engagement with local schools, art and scholarship programs, community and
youth outreach programs, etc.
2. Create an Advisory role, whereby their participation is noted in the minutes, but
they would have no formal vote on the board nor count towards quorum.
3. Create an Appointed role, whereby a youth participant is appointed to the
Board on a yearly or multi-year term. In this role, the appointee would count
towards quorum and have the full voting privileges and status of other
Boardmembers—with the sole caveat that they have to be 18 or older to vote on
funding motions.
4. Create an Elected role, whereby a youth Board seat is created as an elected
position and whereby youth are allowed to participate in the Board as a duly
elected official. In this role, the Board member would count towards quorum and
have the full voting privileges and status of other Boardmembers—with the sole
caveat that they have to be 18 or older to vote on funding motions.
5. Hire youth over the summer for local projects such as neighborhood clean ups,
community events, and office work.
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